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Kulturanalys Norden – a Nordic knowledge 
center for cultural policy

The center was established on the initiative of the Nordic Council of Ministers 
and has been hosted by the Swedish Agency for Cultural Policy Analysis since 
2016.

Three strategical areas:

 1. promote a long-term and systematic coordination of culture statistics
 2. conduct analyses and inquiries on cultural policy issues

3. disseminate knowledge and research on cultural policy



Our main activity is reports

https://kulturanalys.se/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/jamstalld-kultur.pdf
https://kulturanalys.se/publikation/making-culture/
https://kulturanalys.se/publikation/cultural-policy-in-the-nordic-welfare-states/


A Nordic cultural policy model

Similar features in the cultural policy systems:

- High level of public funding and accountability

- Artistic freedom and the principle of arm´s lenght

- Everyones participation and cultural democracy



Long tradition of Nordic cultural co-operation

Competitive, visible and creative cultural co-operation 
shall help to strengthen the opportunities of Nordic 
cultural actors both within and outside of the Nordic 
Region, help boost development and innovation, and 
provide Nordic art and cultural producers with better 
visibility within international arenas.



Prioritised themes for Kulturanalys Norden 
2025-2027

• Non-public funding for arts and culture

• Civil preparedness and resilience

• Children and young people

• Employment and CCI



Previous mapping of cultural activities 
amongst children and young people

Kulturanalys Norden concluded that it 
would be hard to proceed with a joint 
Nordic survey since there are variations in 
the national studies (i.e. leisure vs school, 
range of questions, national needs of time 
series)

Overall findings: differences in activities 
between girls and boys, younger children 
are more culturally active

https://kulturanalys.se/publikation/making-culture/
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Culture for Children and Young People in 
the Nordic countries

Children and young people are a priority target group in the cultural 
policies of the Nordic countries as well as in the Nordic co-operation.

Differences in how cultural and educational policies are integrated 
and how policies addresses culture in schools and culture in leisure 
time.

Music and culture schools are an important part of national 
structures to promote children and young people’s cultural practice 
and cultural education.
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Upcoming Kulturanalys Norden project

• Mapping cultural policy structures, efforts and initiatives to promote the 
participation of children and young people in cultural activities in the Nordic 
countries. 

• Previous work, policy brief: Government Initiatives to Increase Reading and 
Interest in Reading Among Children and Young People in the Nordic Countries

• Publication: fall 2026
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Preliminary questions for the study

• How are children and young people formulated as a target group for cultural 
policy in the Nordic countries and in the Nordic cooperation?

• What are the cultural habits of children and young people in the Nordic 
countries?

• What public structures and initiatives exist in the Nordic countries to promote 
children's and young people’s cultural practice and cultural education?

• What are the similarities and differences between the Nordic countries in the 
way policies are shaped to ensure children and young people's participation and 
access to cultural education?
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Music and culture school
Country Regulated by 

law
Responsible Mandatory for 

municipalities

Denmark Yes Municipalities Yes

Finland Yes Primarily municipalities, but also, state 
educational institutions, accosiations and 
foundations

No

Faroe Islands Yes National government och municipalities Yes

Greenland Yes Municipalities No

Iceland Yes Municipalities, private actors with funding 
from municipalities

No

Norway Yes Municipalities Yes

Sweden No Municipalities No

Åland Yes Landskapsregeringen -
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Statistics on music and culture schools
Country Responsible Geographical distribution Number of 

students
Number of 
activities

Fees

Denmark Statistics Denmark Yes Yes Yes -

Finland Statistics Finland, Finnish 
National Agency for 
Education 

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Faroe Islands - - - - -

Greenland - - - - -

Iceland - - - - -

Norway Statistics Norway Yes Yes - -

Sweden Kulturskolecentrum, 
Swedish Arts Council

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Åland Statistics and Research 
Åland

- Yes - -
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